
TREES: Lifeline for Our Planet 

Why are TREES so important for combating Climate Change? 

Every day we hear more dire predictions that Climate Change will transform our 

planet Earth, and not in a good way. The rise in sea level threatens our shores; 

extended droughts are ravishing many parts of the world, leading to famine and fires; 

storm events are intensifying, causing tornados and floods that obliterate whole towns 

and cities; temperatures are warming; and animal and plant species are going extinct, 

never to be seen again.  Human activities are a major cause of climate change and we 

can’t sit back and hope it will go away. We must take action NOW to reverse its effects. 

Did you know that trees are one of our most important weapons against climate 

change? That is why we call them the Lifeline for our Planet. We must honor, respect 
and protect them. 

Here are some important facts about climate change and trees 

• Gas emissions (carbon dioxide [CO2], nitrous oxide, methane, etc.) generated by human activities get 

trapped in the earth’s atmosphere and retain heat. It’s like a big greenhouse that heats up when the sun 

shines. That is what they call the greenhouse effect. CO2 is the biggest culprit. It is produced by burning 

coal and oil (fossil fuels) in power plants to make electricity, and from emissions from vehicles and 

airplanes, and burning of forests to make room for agriculture or development.   
 

• Trees absorb CO2 from the air to make leaves, stems and roots through photosynthesis. Much of the CO2 

they take up is turned into their trunks and roots. The carbon is stored there, keeping it out of our air 

until they are cut down, when it is released back into the atmosphere. The 

more trees there are on earth, the bigger they are and the longer they live, the 

more they help to reduce the release of CO2.  
 

• Trees cool the earth with their soothing shade. Cities with lots of shade trees 

can be 6 degrees cooler than treeless ones. When your home is cooler thanks to 

trees growing around it, you use less electricity for air conditioning. Burning 

fossil fuels to make electricity is a large source of CO2. Whenever we reduce 

our electricity use, climate change is slowed. 
 

• Trees provide windbreaks around homes, blocking cold winter wind. This 

reduces the amount of fuel needed to heat homes by 30%. They also can serve 

as a snow fence, preventing snow buildup on roads and driveways, and 

lessening the need to plow, which burns gasoline (until we have electric plow trucks).  
 

• Large areas of mature forests in North and South America and Indonesia are being 

cut down for agricultural production, residential or industrial development or 

lumber harvesting. Over 2,400 trees are cut down every minute, eliminating millions 

of trees from the earth’s surface that were absorbing CO2 and storing carbon.  

Mountain Bonsai  
Isaiah Ritchie  

 

Forest of Light  
Vivien Sorce 

A Place to Escape 
 Caris Gaito 

Images from the Young Writers Project “A Celebration of Trees” 2021. https://youngwritersproject.org/thevoice/2021-04  

TREES are only part of the solution. We all must do our part to reduce our carbon 

footprint. Appreciating our trees and protecting them whenever we can contribute 

to reversing the dangerous path we are on. Love our trees today for a cleaner earth. 
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